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The Examiner is invited to contact the Applicants 1 Representative at the below-listed 
telephone number if there are any questions regarding this communication. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.98(a)(2), Applicant believes that copies of cited U.S. Patents and 
Published Applications are no longer required to be provided to the Office. Notification of this 
change was provided in the United States Patent and Trademark Office OG Notices dated 
October 12, 2004. Thus, Applicant has not included copies of any US Patents or Published 
Applications cited with this submission. Should the Office require copies to be provided, 
Applicant respectfully requests that notice of such requirement be directed to Applicant's below- 
signed representative. Applicant acknowledges the requirement to submit copies of foreign 
patent documents and non-patent literature in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(a)(2). 
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Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 373-6960 
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Reg. No. 38,377 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope addressed to: MS Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450, on this Of day of February, 2006. 



PTO/SB/0aA(10-01) 
Approved for use through 1001/2002. OMB 651-0031 
US Pol»nt & Tf«twnnrk OfTk*: US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1 449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT^ 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) P Q . 

/ S\ 
( MAR 0 3 2006 J 

V i/ 


ier the Paperwork Reducuon Ad w iwss, no persons are requirea 10 respond to a collection oi iniormaiion unc» h iAHi.au™ « wimu nuiiw. 

Complete if Known 


Application Number 


09/492,913 


Filing Date 


January 20, 2000 


First Named Inventor 


Eaton, Anthony 


Group Art Unit 


2644 


Examiner Name 


Chang, Vivian 


Sheet 1 of 1 xt5^0©i!P^ 


Attorney Docket No: 899.01 1 US1 



US PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial * 


USP Document Number 


Publication 
Date 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of cited Document 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 




US-2002/0 165466 A1 


11/07/2002 


Givens, G. D., et al. 


02/05/2002 




US-2003/0 144603 A1 


07/31/2003 


Zoth, P., et al. 


01/29/2003 




US-2003/01 62529 A1 


08/28/2003 


Noblins, G. 


05/23/2001 




US-2005/01 96002 A1 


09/08/2005 


Hagen, L. T., et al. 


01/14/2005 




US-2005/0283263 A1 


12/22/2005 


Eaton, A. M., et al. 


08/26/2005 




US-5,784,602 


07/21/1998 


Glass, S. J., et al. 


10/08/1996 




US-5,926,388 


07/20/1999 


Kimbrough, T. C, et al. 


10/25/1996 



FORE 


GN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Foreign Document No 


Publication Date 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of cited 
Document 





OTHER DOCUMENTS -- NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 


r 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOS 
STATEMENT BY APPLICAI 

(Use as many sheets 





oesi MvuiiUDie copy 



PTO/S&0SA(1O-01} 
Approved for ust through 1 0O1/2002. OMB 651-0031 
US PoUol & Tr«dwn«h OCfc«: U 3 OEPARTMEMT OP COMMERCE 



nptete ff Known 



^Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/492913 



January 20, 2000 



Eaton, Anthony REG EIVf|) 



Chang, Vivian MAR 0 8 2004 



Attorney Docket No: 899.01 1 US1 T orhnnlngy Cm\Aq 



Examiner 
Initial * 



USP Document 
Number 



Publication Date 



US PATENT DOCUMENTS 



US-4,425,481 01/10/1984 



US-4,73 1,850 03/15/1988 



US-4,791,672 12/13/1988 



US-4,879,749 | 11/07/1989 



US-4,887,299 12/12/1989 



US-4.947,432 I 08/07/1990 



US-4,989,251 01/29/1991 



US 



US. 



US-5,027,410 06/25/1991 



US-5,061,845 I 10/29/1991 



US-5,083,312 01/21/1992 



US-5,144,674 09/01/1992 



US-5,197,332 I 03/30/1993 



US-5,210,803 05/11/1993 



US-5,226,086 107/06/1993 



US-5,276,739 01/04/1994 



US-5,295,191 03/15/1994 



US-5,303,306 04/12/1994 



US-5,343,319 | 08/30/1 994~ 



US-5,347,477 | 09/1 3/1 994~ 



US-5,373,149 | 12/1 3/1 994~ 



US-5,384,852 | 01/24/1995" 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of cited Document 



Mansgold, Stephan , 
etal. 



Levitt, Harry , et al. 



Nunley, James A., et 
al. 



Levitt, Harry , et al. 



Class 



179 



381 



381 



Cummins, Kenneth 
L, et al. 



Topholm, Jan 



Mangold, Stephan 



Williamson, Malcolm 
J., et al. 



Pjnnavaia, Giuseppe 



Newton, James R., et 
al. 



Meyer, Wolfram , et 
al. 



Shennib, Adnan A. 



Raimund, Martin , et 
al. 



Piatt, Jonathan C. 



Krokstad, Asbjorn , et 
al. 



Van Vroenhoven, 
Petrus A. 



Brillhart, Bruce A, et 
al. 



A/loore, Morris A. 



Lee, Jack 



Rasmussen, Kris A. 



Scharen, Beat 



381 



381 



381 



381 



381 



235 



381 



381 



73 



381 



381 



381 



381 



381 



359 



374 



235 



381 



Subclass 



Filing Date 
If Appropriate 



107 



04/14/1982 



68.2 



06/26/1986 



317 



10/05/1984 



68.4 



02/12/1988 



68.4 



11/12/1987 



68.2 



01/22/1987 



68.2 



05/10/1988 



320 



11/10/1998 



492 



04/30/1990 



68 



08/01/1989 



68 



10/13/1989 



585 



02/19/1992 



68 



10/02/1991 



58 



05/18/1990 



68.2 



11/29/1990 



68.6 



06/05/1992 



68 



11/25/1991 



152 



06/14/1993 



709.11 03/02/1993 



492 



02/01/1993 



68 



08/10/1993 



US-5,387,875 | 02/07/1 99"5~ 



US* 



US-5,388,248 02/07/1995 



US-5,402,494 I 03/01/1995 



US-5,418,524 I 05/23/1995 



US-5,422,855 06/06/1995 



US-5,440,449 I 08/08/1995 



Tateno, Makoto 



330 



Robinson, Kurt B., et 
al. 



01/21/1994 



395 



425 



02/16/1994 



Flippe, Patrice , et al. 



381 



69.2 



Fennell, Robert D. 



06/24/1993 



340 



Eslick, Russell D., et 
al. 



825,22 10/19/1992 



365 



226 



09/30/1994 



Scheer, David C. 



361 686 



01/26/1994 



EXAMINER XtAh\-<>&}_LAb DATE CONSIDERED r/gg/jfr 

•EXAMINER: irflaifrefen^con^ _ 




(tor form 1449A/PTO 

tMATION DISCLOSURE 
EMENT BY APPLICANT 

Ke as many sheets as necessary) 



j Best Availably Copy 

PTcvsaoaA* 10-01} 

Approved for uss through 1CV31/2002. OMS (51-0031 
L'« Pal«< A n«Mnwk Oflk» U.S. DEPARTMENT Of COMMERCE 
Und gjhc Paperwork Reduction Ad of 1005, no penotn are requfrad to respond to a cofaqion of information wtoa ft contains ft valid OMB conlrct number. 



Complete it Known 



Sheet 1 of 12 




Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/492,913 



January 20, 2000 ft FC E fVEB 



Eaton, Anthony 



2643 



NOV 0 5 200^ 



Chang, Vivian 



Attorney Docket No: 899.01 1 US1 



Technolog y G nntet m 



US PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial * 


USP Document 
Number 


Publication Date 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of cited Document 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 




us- 

2001/0009019 
A1 


07/19/2001 


Armitage, Scott T. 


710 


64 


02/28/2001 




US- 

2001/0031999 
A1 


10/18/2001 


Carter, John , et al. 


607 


69 


01/08/2001 




US- 

2001/0040873 


11/15/2001 


Nakagawa, Hideyuki , 
et al. 


370 


252 


12/11/2000 


L 


US- 

2001/0041602 
A1 


11/15/2001 


Berger, H S., et al. 


455 


570 


05/02/1997 




US- 

2002/0083235 
A1 


06/27/2002 


Armitage, Scott T. 


710 


62 


09/14/1998 




US- 
OA AO If\A A A 7 A K 

M I 


no/1 K/onno 


- fit/A r\rr\f\Ti 1 Cii al 

Dye, ^OiUOn J., vl al. 




1 9 


0^/29/2002 




A1 


11/14/2002 


Hagen, Lawrence T., 
etal. 


381 


312 


03/11/2002 


L,S. 


US- 

2003/0014566 
A1 


01/16/2003 


Armitage, Scott T. 


710 


1 


09/10/2002 




us- 

2004/0204921 
A1 


10/14/04 


Bye, G. J. 


702 


189 


10/31/2003 




US-4, 188,667 


02/12/1980 


Graupe, Daniel , et 
al. 


708 


320 


11/18/1977 




US-4,396,806 


08/02/1983 


Anderson, Jared A. 


381 


103 


10/20/1980 




US-4.548,082 


10/22/1985 


Engebretson, A M., et 
al. 


73 


585 


08/28/1984 




US-4,606,329 


08/19/1986 


Hough, Jack V. 


128 


1 R 


06/17/1985 




US-4,61 7,429 


10/14/1986 


Bellafiore, Gaspare 


179 


107 


02/04/1985 




US-4,628.907 


12/16/1986 


Epley, John M. 


128 


1.6 


03/22/1984 




US-4,634,815 


01/06/1987 


Marquis, Tierry 


387 


68.4 


02/19/1985 




US-4,636,876 


01/13/1987 


Schwartz, David M. 


360 


32 


09/17/1984 




US-4,652.702 


03/24/1987 


Yoshii, Ken 


381 


151 


02/01/1985 




US-4,657,106 


04/14/1987 


Hardt, Heinz 


381 


68.4 


11/05/1985 




US-4,680,799 


07/14/1987 


Henneberger, Hans 


381 


68.6 


06/06/1986 




US-4,682,248 


07/21/1987 


Schwartz, David M. 


360 


32 


09/17/1985 



EXAMINER j~UN-S&T M' 0 PATE CON SIDERED 4/ f {0g 

Substitute Disclosure Statement Form (PTO-1440) 

• EXAMINER: inJttf if reference ooraidered. whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line tnrouon citation it not in conformance and not considered. Include cot^ofth* form won next communication to 
appTicani. t AppKcanrs unique citation designation number (optional) i Applicant is to place a check mark here tf English language Translation is attached 



